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annul the Sultan's action. This was quite inconsistent with
the collective note, but in his view it was the only way to
secure favourable terms for the Pasha without the risk of a
serious rupture with the Powers. For the furtherance of this
solution, Thiers sent emissaries to both Constantinople and
Alexandria to facilitate a mutual agreement that would
nullify any decision of the proposed conference between the
Powers. Nor was the Pone unwilling to listen to overtures of
peace. The influence of Turkish notabilities had been con-
stantly used in furtherance of Mohammed Ali's daims. More-
over Mohammed Ali had lately reconciled himself with the
Grand Vizier, and Ponsonby had to write to Palmerston that
'rthere was a great disposition in the Porte to make an arrange-
ment with Mohammed Ali."1

Fearing lest the settlement of affairs should pass out of his
control, Palmerston decided on the bold step which was to
unmask France before the whole world. A favourable moment
suddenly presented itself.

A widespread insurrection in Syria and the Lebanon rose
against Ibrahim, who in May 1840 tried to enforce a disarma-
ment measure on all villages. The insurgents were incited to
rise by emissaries with money and arms from Turkey and the
British Embassy.

Palmerston found in the insurrection a strong argument to
put forward to the Cabinet in favour of prompt action against
Mohammed Ali. JBut Palmerston had the greatest difficulty in
inducing his colleagues to adopt his views. There were two
ministers, Clarendon and Holland, who strongly opposed the
conclusion of any treaty to which France would not be a party.
Melbourne, the Prime Minister, was very anxious to keep the
Cabinet intact and to avoid any excuse for resignation. The
resignation of Palmerston would be disastrous to the Govern-
ment; for though Melbourne might be all-in-all in Bucking-
ham Palace, Palmerston was all-powerful in Downing Street.
At the same time, the line of policy which he was about to
follow was extremely prejudicial to the ideals of the extreme
Liberals, who naturally regarded a union with the despotic
Powers against liberal France as a betrayal of the doctrines of
their party.

* Foreign Office Records: Turkey. Ponsonby to Palmerston, i October 1839.